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THE MORE OBVIOUS MARKS OF A HOLY 
HEART. 


WE do not propose to consider the decisive 
evidences, whether inward or outward, of the en- 
tire consecration of the heart and life, but simply 
to call attention to certain characteristics that 
seem to be necessarily connected with it. Indeed, 
we can hardly conceive of a consecrated man ex- 
cept as one illustrating such tempers, and in- 
voluntarily look for them, and feel a painful dis- 
appointment at their absence, when any one 
makes the sublime profession of having ‘“ be- 
come altogether the Lord's.” 

1. We can but expect to see in such a person a 
manifestation of perennial religious joyousness. 
There will undoubtedly come hours of ‘‘ heaviness 
through manifold temptations,” and the heart 
may be at times subjected to sharp discipline, 
for the “trial of our faith is precious;’’ but these 
clouds, floating beneath the beams of the “Sun 
of righteousness,’ are only temporary. How 
can one, in whose affections ‘* the chiefest among 
ten thousand ” constantly dwells, whose heart is 
a temple of the Comforter, with whom the Father 
‘*abides,” fail to “‘ rejoice with joy unutterable 
and full of glory?” ‘‘ There is joy in heaven,’ ” 
. and where Christ is, there is heaven. 


“Thy presence makes my paradise, 
And where thou art is heaven.” 


The great body of professed Christians present 
anything but a joyful aspect. They seem ‘* weary 
and heavy laden,’’ and appear to lack, rather 
than to enjoy,that ‘‘ rest’? which Jesus promises. 
It is because they are perishing with “ spiritual 
hunger,”’ while there is “‘ bread ” enough and to 
spare in the Father’s house. But those who are 
constantly *‘ feeding upon thg body and drinking 
of the blood of the Son of man,” should con- 
tinually ‘rejoice in God their Saviour.” In the 
present spiritual condition of the church, no one 
outward manifestation would be more significant, 
or more immediately’ suggest the fact that one 
‘‘ had been with Jesus.’? The higher forms of re- 
ligious development certainly should not render 
us forbidding, and create the impression upon 
others that a rich state of grace utterly unfitted 
us for all human relations, and veiled the heart 
and life with sombre shadows. ‘‘ Her ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 
peace.’ Our countenance and conversation should 
be like pure glass, which does not stain the light 
asit poursthrough. Weshould reflect the pure, 
bright beams that fall from the Saviour’s face 
upon allaround us. No oneshould, fora moment, 


have occasion to infer that a consecrated heart 
falied to yield a serene and joyful life. It isa 
grace not to be overlooked, but to be cultivated. 
It is a constant and powerful sermon, silently, 
but eloquently, preaching wherever the happy 
believer goes. It is constantly inviting those that 
do not know by experience what perfect peace is,to 
‘‘come up higher,”’ saying ever to them, in more 
effectual language than words, ‘‘ Come with us, 
and we will do you good; for God has spoken 
good concerning Israel.”’ Is it not well for those 
professing to have apprehended Christ in all his 
offices, toask themselves, ‘‘ What is the impres- 
sion that my daily life makes upon those nearest 
tome asto the power of my faith to create a con- 
stant, rational, elevating joy?” 

2. We involuntarily look fora marked gentleness 
of life in the experience of holy persons. Grace 
does not indeed change the temperament, and 
make us al! after exactly the same model. There 
will always be more or less marked appearances 
of our peculiar natural characteristics. But after 
making all these qualifications, we expect to dis- 
cover a very powerful impression upon the whole 
intellectual and moral man, by this amazing work « 
of the Spirit. The old nature will appear subdued * 
and under heavenly control. Wee all notice that 
even very harsh natures are oftentimes power- 
fully affected, and take upon themselves unwont- 
ed tenderness in hours of great sorrow; how 
much more when that Divine Presence, that bade — 
the raging sea to be still and it obeyed him, enters 
the heart and establishes his kingdom over all the 
affections, will the whole spiritual being be affect- 
ed. The lion sinks into the lamb. This is be- 
coming Christ-like. It ishaving Christ “ formed 
within It is ‘‘ putting on Christ.” We ex- 
pect to meet this in those who have received the 
full power of the gospel unto salvation. ‘The 
servant of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle 
unto all men.” And although it is expected, it is 
none the Jess impressive. It is such a triumph 
over nature, it is so really a divine work, that it 
becomes a constant ‘‘epistle, known and read of 
all men.” 

8. We look to these beloved disciples of Je- 
sus for eminent charitableness of temper. They 
are the adopted children of lim who causeth his 
‘rain to fall upon the just and upon the un- 
just;”? they are brought into the most familiar 
and tender relations to him who, ‘ by the grace 
of God, tasted death for every man;”’ who bears 
with enduring patience the coldness of his pro- 
fessed followers, “ever living to intercede for 
them at the right hand of God.’’ We expect this 
hopeful patience and forbearing tenderness in 
the lives of his consecrated followers. In all 
their conversation and Christian labors, in the 
church and in the world, we seek for that blessed 
charity which “endureth long and is kind,” which 
‘‘thinketh no evil,” and which “ faileth not.” It 
is so rare, in all its heavenly breadth and height, 
that it rests upon a consecrated life like a crown 
of glory. It becomes an overwhelming argument 
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jn favor of the power of the gospel to save unto 
the uttermost. It exhibits a grace beyond the 
production of nature, and wins, with its sweet 
force, the world to that cross that can crucify 
selfishness, and endue the human heart with holy 
charity. 

4. Finally, among these obvious evidences of 
a fully redeemed heart, is @ readiness for every 
good word and work. To such a one the field 
is indeed the world. ‘‘ Whatsoever things are 
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things 
are of good report,” are at‘once welcomed by the 
consecrated heart. His labors and interests are 
not narrowed to the enjoyment of a small cir- 
cle of sy mpathizing friends. He does not yield 
himself to the cultivation of his own spirit and 
affections alone. He does not forget the calls 
of a perishing world, or the thousand claims 
upon his time and substance incident to his 
relations to society. To whom much has been 
both forgiven and given, we involuntarily look 
for large returns. Grace will naturally work 
in the direction of the gospel, and where it 
pervades the heart, powerful impulses in all 
the channels of usefulness will be seen. In 
the efforts to save the young, to rescue the 
fallen; in personal endeavors to win souls to 
Christ; in generous contributions to sustain the 
institutions of religion at home, and throughout 
the world, the consecrated disciple is naturally 
expected to be an example, just in proportion to 
his ability. Noinfluence could be more chilling 
than to be disappointed here. 

Nothing could be more fatal than to make a 
confident avowal of entire devotion, and ofa 
constant indwelling of the Spirit, and to fail in 
practical interest and effort for the sustenance 
and spread of the church of Christ. Nothing 
will sooner throw distrust not oily upon an in- 
dividual experience, but upon the precious doc- 
trine of holiness itself, than a hesitation to enter, 
heart and soul, into legitimate services and sacri- 
fices for the Sevionr’s cause. Nothing that is 
dear to Jesus can be foreign to such a heart; 
and it should be more even than meat or drink 
to do the Father’s will. 

These are a few of the plainest outward marks 
of the inward life, which never can be lacking 
where that life exists. Others have a right to 
look for these, in full development, whenever by 
the grace of God We are enabled to say, “ The 
blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanses me from 
allsin.” We ought’not to be entirely satisfied with 
our experience unless, in a greater or less degree, 
it makes, of itself, these impressions upon the 
hearts of those acquainted with us. 

‘‘T am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for 


it is the power of God unto salvation to every one 
that believeth.’ 


Cover. Please read the Cover carefully. The 
advertisement are important to ALL. 


A CORNER FOR BOOKS. 


THE very clear and comprehensive article in 
this number upon entire consecration, by Samuel 
Wakefield, D. D., forms a portion of a chapter 
upon this vital theme, in a new work just issued 
from the Methodist Book Concern; the remain 
der will appear in the January number. The 
volume, which is a finely printed octavo, is enti- 
tled “A Complete System of Theology.’? Dp. 
Wakefield, who is a highly esteemed member of 
the Pittsburgh Conference, proposed at first an 
abbreviated edition of Watson's Theological In- 
stitutes, but wisely concluded to construct a new 
work, making such use as his plan required of the 
valuable collections of Mr. Watson. The volume 
will meet a manifest want of a popular and truly 
evangelical presentation of the theology of th»- 
Bible, in a portable and economical form. For 
Sabbath-school teachers and Biblical students, as 
well as for the study of private Christians, it will 
be an important addition to the library. J.P. 
Magee, No. 5 Cornhill, has it for sale. 

For the holidays, and as a work of permanent 
value, the Book Concern issues, in various styles 
of binding, the well-received volame published 
last year, entitled ‘* Moral and Religious Quota 
tions from the Poets, by Rev. William Rice, 
A.M.’ A delicate taste, comprehensive reading, 
and a devout heart have unitedly rendered this 
volume far superior to any collection of the kind 
heretofore published. It forms a beautiful anda 
wholesome gift for the season. Found in every 
variety of style at Magee’s. 

No volume immediately occasioned by the pres- 
ent fearful struggle has so directly met the great 
want of the hour as the touching biography of 
Adjutant Stearns, written by his father. Its af- 
fecting recitals have come home tothe hearts of 


thousands of parents, and yielded lessons of 


piety and of true patriotism to as many young 
men in the army. His life was short, but com 
plete. He illustrated the highest form of Chris 
tian courage, and fell, greatly beloved and la 
mented, in the hour of victory. The volump 
should have the widest circulation. No young 
man can resist the charm of its recitals, or the 
powerful moral lessons it inculeates. It is pub- 
lished by the Massachusetts Sabbath Sthoo!] So- 
ciety, and is for sale at their Depository, No. 13 
Cornhill. | 

Andrew F. Graves, 24 Cornhill, has just pub- 
lished an interesting little volume written by the 
well-known authoress, who styles herself, in her 
book, Mrs. Madeline Leslie. It is entitled ‘“‘ The 
Two Homes; or, Earning and Spending.” Ina 
simple and attractive story, the history of two 
families, one developing moral principle, and the 
other showing the lack of it, is given, with their 
natural and legitimate results. It will prove a 
wholesome volume for the fireside and Sabbath 
school. 


Henry Hoyt, No. 9 Cornhill, has just issued a 
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new volume, by Mrs. Baker, entitled “The Or- 
gan Grinder; or, Struggles after Holiness.’ It is 
a touching story, illustrating vitaltruth. It bears 
all the characteristic marks of this successful au- 
thoress, and will be read with interest and profit 
by young and old., 


A CONFIDENTIAL WORD WITH OUR 
READERS. 


No periodical has truer or more permanent 
friends, and we trust our efforts to respond to 


their kindness are appreciated. 


We might be justified in limiting, in every pos- 
sible way, our expenses upon the Guide next year, 
as the price of all printing materials and paper 
have advanced more than twenty per cent. In- 
stead of this, we shall, with the first number of 
next year, considerably enlarge our page, thus 
increasing our reading matter; introduce our ac- 
customed engraving; and have made arrange- 
ments to secure valuable articles through the 
year from some of our best writers upon the doc- 
trine advocated by our periodical. We have 
reason to expect that we may offer to our readers 
as valuable a series of monthly numbers as has 
ever given character to the issues of the Guide. 

May we once more ask our friends in return to 
yield us still their patronage, to forward promptly 
the small subscription price, and to send, if pos- 
sible, the names of two or three new subscribers, 
who may be greatly blessed by the reading of the 
Guide. 
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THE CHILD AND DEATH. 


‘ DEAR mother,” said a littlethild, 
‘*T should not like to die, 

And lie within the grave, nor see 
The sun shine in the sky. 


“Oh! is it not a dreadful thought, 
When all the earth is bright, 

To know that we must go to sleep, 
And never see the light? ” 


‘*Tt would be so,” the mother said, 
“¢ Were not God’s promise given, 
That from the dreamless sleep of death 
Weshall awake in heaven, ) 


“ Where shines a brighter sun than this, 
Our opening eyes to bless, 

That never sets, nor veils his face, 
The Sun of Righteousness.” 


“ But does it not seem very sad 
To leave the glad young flowers, 

That we have loved to look upon 
Through all the summer hours? 


‘‘ When winter comes with threatening clouds, 
They droop their heads and die; 

Dear mother, do they live again, 
And blossom in the sky?”’ 


“Not so, my child. Like us, the flowers 
Of earthly dust are made; 

But heaven has skies without a cloud, 
And flowers that never fade. 


‘‘And happy spirits wander there 
Through long, unnumbered days, 
And join the angels round the throne 

In songs of endless praise.” 


‘Dear mother,” said the little child, 
With earnest, thoughtful eve, 
And drawing closer to her side, 
* How I should like to die!” 


“THE GOD TO WIOM 1 PRAY.” 


A MOTHER heard with a shudder the name of 
God carelessly spoken from the lips of her child. 
The little boy had gleaned the word from the 
streets without knowing its import. She wisely 
said nothing, until, prepared for his bed at night, 
he said at her knee his evening prayer. Then 
she told him what she had heard, and how it 
grieved her, and who it was whose name her lit- 
tle boy had carelessly uttered. ‘* Why, mother,”’ 
said the now terrified child, “you don’t mean 
that it was the God I pray to that I spoke so 
about ?”’ The mother assured him that it was 
the same good @od and Father whose law he had 
broken. ‘“‘ What shall Ido?” hecried, in great 
anguish, not being willing to go to bed until 
something could be done. The mother told him 
to ask forgiveness, and repeated the promises of 
the New Testament. They then prayed together, 
and the forgiven child, effectually saved from 
any repetition of this sin, soon fell into peaceful 
slumbers. 


THE LITTLE GIRL’S REQUEST. 


A SKEPTIC connected in business with a Chris- 
tian father made no secret of his unbelief. On 
one occasion achild, then only nine years old, 
was present when her father was endeavoring, _ 
but in vain, to convince this gentleman of, his 
fatal error. When the painful conversation had 
ended, and her father had left the room, the child 
asked this gentleman to take a walk with her in 
the garden; and when no one could overhear » 
them, she inquired whether she might ask him 
a question. 

* “QOertainly,” he replied, question you 
please.”? 

“Then,” said she, “have you ever read the 
New Testament through with a desire to under- 


| standit?”’ 


‘‘ No,’’ he answered; ‘‘ I never bave.”’ 

“TI thought so,” said*she, “for [am sure you 
would not have spoken of it to my father as you 
did just now if you had;” and in an earnest 
manner she added, ‘*O, do read it, and do wish 
to understand it.”’ 

That child’s entreaties and tears led the infidel 
to the Bible, and the Bible led him to his Saviour. 
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Refrain. 


an 


mansions still Earn-est -ly is long-ing. Look- ing home, Look-ing home, 


2 Soon the glorious day will dawn, 
Heavenly “pleasures bringing ; 
Night will be exchanged for morn, 
Sighs give place io singing. 
Cuorus—Looking home, &e. 


8 Oh! to be at home again, 
All for which we’re sighing, 
From all earthly want and pain 
To be swiftly flying. 
Cuorus—Looking howe: &e. 


© 
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5 Blessed home, Oh! blessed home, 
All for which we’re sighing, 
Soon our Lord will bid us come, 
To our Father’s Kingdom. 
Cuorus—Lodking home, &c. 


From Dadmuu’s Musical String of Pearls. 


| | 4 With this load of sin and care, 
Then no longer bending, 
But with waiting angels there 
On our soul attending. 
Cuorus—Looking home, ézc. 


We 
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nansions, Jesus hath prepared for me, Jn his Father’s Kingdom: : 
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